Dear i-ir. x^arsen, 


1 l/ 26 /yo 

-uotters liice yours represent a different kind of problem for me t'.iaii you are 
in a position to appreciate so I begin ;;ith an explanation I hope will provjde a 
context for your understandiiig# I regard the assassination of a president as the most 
subversive of crimes and, regardless of wliat the intent may have been, as liaving the 
effect of a coup d'etat* I tliink tliat sucli a crime reci.uires the fullest and most honent 
official investigation possible in ])art because the crime itself negates representa- 
tive government, because it has the ijffect of a coup d'etat, and becau:>.i the integrity 
of the successor government and the need of tlie people to know and understand require 
it* In the case of all the U.S. political assassiiiations no genuine investigation v/as 
ever made or intended to be made. There thus are no real leads for tliosemaking any 
private inquiry to follow* ^ 

‘ilmost without exception the books on the JrlC assassination deceive and mislead 
the people* i^ome are by well-intended people who are utterly lost in tiiis kind of in- 
quiry, some Qi'e by egiists and some are by sulf-seekers mid tliose who commercialize 
these great tragedies* 
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■^ou say you art» atudying^pAe JiiC assassiiiation and I am without doubt tliat you 
believe it* But your letter reflects tlio fact tliat you have had access only to those 
irresponsible books that theorize conspiracies and seek to persuade the reader they 
have solved the case* ^ou refer to one such book, »John ■‘-•avis* llafia ^ingfish. 3o 1*11 
give you a means of measuring his integifylf, if you have tlie hardback book* His last 
reference to me says th^a man he has previously described as the ”top mafia lawyer'* 
and who in fact was not a mafia lawyer but was one of the most eminent inmigation 
lawyers ^ent much of a year hert3 rumi.^aging tliruugli my files. *^'liis is lOO^i false and 
he knew it. It was with great effort tliat I got tne publisher of the im^jerback, vdiich 
you may have, to withdraw that false and defamatory statement. The only person who 
ever did any tiling like what Davis says is Davis hims^LLf * I never met that Imi.iigration 
lawyer and he was never here, in person or by proxy. Davjs liad a senior at a local 
college go through my records, unsupervised, for most of a semester or college year, 

I*ve forgotten which* I think he, v/ithout saying anytliing like tiiis, credits her. Her 
name is Amy Stevens* I intend this for you to understand not only that Davis is an 
evil man and a liar but utterly unscrupulous because he invented this defamation to make 
it appear that ^‘arcello was interested in the official files when he wasn't at all* 


aside from the knowledge ijnd information required for me to publish six books 
on thtj JllC assassination, of vdiich copies of five are still available, 1 obtained 
about a tliird of a pillion pages of government records, mostly from the FBI. But I 
Keep then as I received tlien for archival purposes and tiiey are witliout index, as I 
read then I did make du jlicate copies of records tluit up.jcaired to have reievonce cind 
could be of interest to serious scholars and writers. Tlier*-.- is noticing at all wO tlie 
mafia theory so I did not make duplicate copies of those records, save for a few that 
were copied for other purposes* SoJ- have no copies that I can retrieve for you* It 
is true not that, as you roprescmt understanding, 1 search ;ind then make copies but 
that I do permit access to others and do let them use my copier to make copies* I 
am 77 and in impaired health and can t do what you ask. iloreover, the stuff you ask 
about is just tliat, stuff, and for serious inquicy valueless* -*-n this regard, you ask 
about Ed Becker records* Vrfliat Davis did not tell liis readers is that -i^cker was an 
FBI informer wlio went froi.i his meeting with ^^arcello to the FBI and failed to tell 
the FBI anything at all like what he itater made up* I did read that record and it is 
likely tliat Amy Stevens copied iii. The Partin-Hoffa records are not related to the 
JFK assassination and ^ do not have them* I may have some relating to Jose Aleman but his 
story has no credibility at all* 


Vihen I get a letter like yours I face the problem of telling people wliat they 
do not want to hear and are probably um.-illing to believe* But I am telling you the trutt 
about Davis* and just about all the other people and their case-solving books. Those who 

are not of eveil intent can't distinguish between fact tliat lias been 'Established and 
what they dream happened thus they concoct conspiracies that are not proven* 
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